
A View from the Chair
Pet er Campot

submerged in wet  condit ions!                 

ECTA worked wit h t he Ipswich 

Conservat ion Commission t o rerout e 

t he t rail  t o a smaller wet land area 

t hat  could be crossed by boardwalk.     

Wit h t he Town’s support ,  ECTA t hen 

appl ied for and received grant  

funding f rom REI for t his proj ect .  

On November 3rd,  t went y-eight  

volunt eers f rom ECTA,  REI,  

Americorps,  t he Bay Circuit  Trail  

Al l iance and t he Town of  Ipswich 

j oined us for a Trail  Work Day t o 

close of f  t he muddy sect ion of  

t rai l ,  clear t he new t rail  and st art  

const ruct ion of  t he boardwalk.   

Wit h so many volunt eers,  we were 

able t o accomplish more t han we 

had original ly set  out  t o do!   By 

t he end of  t he day,  t he new t rail  

was in place and marked wit h t rai l  

signs,  t he old t rai l  was blocked wit h 

brush and debris,  t he boardwalk 

was about  90% complet e,  and we 
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Kicking of f  a great  day of  volunt eer ing wit h t he REI grant  present at ion 

Earl ier t his year,  ECTA approached 

t he Town of  Ipswich Open Space 

Program about  pot ent ial  t rai l  work 

at  t he Dow Brook Conservat ion 

Area.   This 34 acre parcel,  

purchased by t he t own of  Ipswich in 

2003,  includes t wo reservoirs,  t he 

Dow Brook Reservoir and t he Bul l  

Brook Reservoir.    

 

Trails on t his propert y are 

f requent ed by hikers,  runners,  

mount ain bikers and horseback 

riders.   The t rail  net work provides 

access to birdwatching and fly 
fishing locations, offers great loop 
t rai ls for short er walks,  and also 

l inks t o t he Bay Circuit  Trail .     

Bet h O’ Connor,  t he Open Space 

St ewardship Coordinat or,  met  

wit h Alex Van Alen t o ident ify t he 

areas most  in need of  repair.   This 

included an approximat ely 100-foot  

sect ion of  t rai l  crossing t hrough 

a wet land area t hat  was muddy 

under t he best  of  condit ions and 

As I writ e t his,  we are nearing t he 
end of  anot her successful year for 
our organizat ion.   I don’ t  bel ieve 
we have ever accomplished more 
as an organizat ion t han we have 
t his past  year.  We have t ried t o 
capt ure and share wit h you a good 
port ion of  what  has t ranspired over 
t he last  t welve mont hs and even 
t hough what  you wil l  see may seem 
impressive,  I can assure you we 
have act ual ly accomplished much 
more.

The st af f  and t he Board,  wit h 
numerous volunt eers,  have worked 
t irelessly t o preserve and prot ect  
our t rai l  syst em and t hey al l  
deserve a very large Thank You.  But  
in addit ion t o what  you see here,  
a lot  of  what  we do never makes 
t he inside of  t he newslet t er.   For 
inst ance,  t here has not  been a day 
t his year t hat  one of  us was not  
working on eit her t rying t o preserve 
a t rail  permanent ly or t rying t o 
keep t rails open wit hin our 450-mile 
t rai l  net work.   

For t he most  part ,  we have been 
very successful;  our landowners 
have been gracious,  cooperat ive,  
and underst anding;  t hey recognize,  
as we do,  t he import ance of  access 
t o t he open space and t he beaut iful  
places we all share and benefit 
f rom.  They also recognize t he need 
for al l  of  us t o work t oget her.   

Unfort unat ely,  we have also had a  
few inst ances where t rails have 
been closed eit her t emporari ly or  
permanent ly.  We are working 
dil igent ly t o eit her re-open t hese 
t rails or est abl ish al t ernat ive 
rout es.   And alt hough t hese 
inst ances are few,  it  reminds us 
of  how import ant  it  is t o value 
and respect  al l  of  our landowners.   
Wit hout  t heir cooperat ion and  
support ,  our t rai l  syst em would 

Volunteers Complete Trail Work at Dow Brook

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10
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Let  it  snow!   We are hoping t his 
wint er wil l  bring colder and snowier 
weat her for t he New England Sled 
Dog Races on January 19-20*.   If  
you have never been t o t he races,  
be sure not  t o miss out  on t his t ruly 
unique event !   

Mushers of  al l  ages wil l  race t eams 
of  3 t o 14 dogs over a course of  
4,  6,  8 or 11 miles t hroughout  
Applet on Farms,  Pingree School and 
privat e landowner propert y.   There 
is also a skij oring event ,  where a 
cross-count ry skier is harnessed 
direct ly t o one or t wo dogs.   

ECTA wil l  once again be 
coordinat ing t he volunt eer ef fort  

Upcoming Event s

Join Us at the New New England Sled Dog Races!

for t he races.   Posit ions range f rom 
parking and crowd cont rol  at  t he 
st art  t o adj ust ing course fencing 
along t he rout e and maint aining 
snow at  road crossings.   Volunt eer 
orient at ion wil l  be held on January 
12 at  10am.  

Al l  are welcome t o at t end t his 
great  event .   Parking is locat ed at  
t he Applet on Farms Grass Rides 
and al l  proceeds f rom parking 
wil l  be donat ed t o t he race 
beneficiaries, including The Trustees 
of  Reservat ions,  Essex Count y 
Greenbelt ,  ECTA and t he MSPCA.

*February 2-3 have been reserved 
as “ no-snow”  backup dat es!

Jan 19-20      

Jan 26          

Feb 23          

Apr 9       

Apr 27           

Jun 1             

New England Sled Dog Races at Appleton Farms

Ski/ Hike: Appleton Farms to the Black Cow

Ski/ Hike: Willowdale to Village Pancake House

Annual Meeting 

Equine Expo

ECTAthlon

Visit  t he ECTA websit e at  www.ect aonl ine.org for det ails and for t he lat est  

updat es.   Do you receive emailed updat es f rom ECTA?  If  not ,  please be 

sure we have your current  email  address.   Cont act  ashley@ect aonl ine.org 

t o connect  wit h us.   Become a fan of  ECTA on Facebook t o keep up t o dat e 

wit h ECTA happenings and give us your feedback!
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Have you been to t he New England 

Biolabs campus lately?  St ar t ing in 

late winter wit h t he inst allat ion of  

a beaver deceiver t o help reduce 

t he water level of  t he surrounding 

wet lands,  t he Biolabs t rails have 

been t he focus of  a maj or t rail  

restorat ion proj ect  for most  of  2012.    

Ut ilizing our Townwide Trail  

Management  Plans,  ECTA was able 

to work wit h Town of  Hamilt on 

and Town of  Ipswich Conservat ion 

Commissions to permit  t his 

extensive proj ect  which included 

replacing broken culvert s,  cut t ing 

back vegetation, fixing holes 
and muddy sect ions of  t rail,  and 

resur facing t he t rail.

We would like to recognize t he 

many organizat ions and individuals 

who made t his proj ect  possible:  

The Recreat ional Trails Program of  

t he Massachuset t s Depart ment  of  

Conservat ion and Recreat ion,  New 

England Biolabs,  Inc.,  The Fields 

Pond Foundat ion,  Hamilt on-Wenham 

Open Lands Trust ,  Beaver Deceivers 

Internat ional,  Mayer Tree,  Art hur 

Page,  The Town of  Ipswich,  The 

Town of  Hamilt on and all  of  our 

support ing members!  

The New England Biolabs t rail  

net work is open to t he public and 

permit s all  non-motor ized act ivit ies,  

including hiking,  running,  dog 

walking,  horseback r iding,  biking 

and cross-count ry skiing.   Wit h a mix 

of  wet land areas,  open meadows,  

and forest ,  it  is a great  spot  for 

birding and wildlife viewing.   Trails 

can be accessed from Fellows Road 

and Count y Road in Ipswich and 

Gardner St reet  in Hamilt on.  

Biolabs Trail Work

For more informat ion on the New 

England Biolabs t rails please visit  

our website at  www.ectaonline.org.
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Thank you t o everyone who 
part icipat ed in t he ECTA – Essex 
Herit age Trails & Sails event s t his 
Sept ember.   Walkers and volunt eers 
found t hat  even on a mist y morning,  
t here is st i l l  fun t o be had on t he 
t rails!

On Sat urday,  Sept ember 22nd,  
Board Member Deb Hamil t on led 
a group of  walkers on a t rail  walk 
t hrough t he Riverbend Conservat ion 
Area in West  Newbury.   They 
crossed over t he Indian River t o 
explore some of  t he new t rails 
creat ed t his summer by volunt eers.

On Sat urday,  Sept ember 29t h,  we 
had t wo great  event s t o choose 
f rom!   Carol Lloyd,  Direct or of  
Trail  Management ,  int roduced 
walkers t o t he recent ly re-rout ed 
Discover Hamil t on Trail .   A new leg 
of  t he t rail  st art s at  Pat t on Park,  
so t hat  walkers no longer have t o 
st art  at  t he Hamil t on Town Hal l  
and walk along Rt  1A.   The walk 
cont inued t hrough t he Pingree 
Reservat ion and Bradley Palmer 
St at e Park.   Most  of  t he group 
ended here af t er nearly 5 miles,  
but  a few ambit ious walkers 
cont inued on wit h Carol t o 
complet e t he ful l  loop of  almost  
10 miles!

Our f r iends at  REI organized a t rail  
work day wit h t he st af f  at  DCR’s 
Bradley Palmer St at e Park.   We 
worked on t he Accessible Trail ,  
clearing overgrowt h f rom t he river 
side of  t he boardwalk.   The brush,  
most ly invasive species such 
as buckt horn and bit t ersweet ,  
complet ely blocked any views t o 
t he Ipswich River.   We cleared out  
the invasives and left beneficial 
shrubs l ike nat ive wint erberry 
hol ly.   Now everyone can enj oy a 
scenic view of  t he river,  and it  wil l  
be much easier for park st af f  t o 
maint ain regrowt h in t his area.   

Special  t hanks t o Mayer Tree and 
St ihl  for donat ing great  new t ools 
for our volunt eers!

Trails & Sails Events
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Alt hough we arrived at  t he Myopia 
School ing Field on Sat urday,  
Sept ember 15t h t o gray skies and 
mist ,  t he weat her t urned j ust  in 
t ime for our annual Run for t he 
Trails event !   The cool Sept ember 
weat her was perfect  for t he 5-mile 
and 10-mile t rai l  run loops t hat  
st art ed at  t he School ing Field and 
fol lowed t rails t hrough t he Harvard 
Forest ,  Pingree Reservat ion and 
Rich Propert ies.   

119 compet it ors j oined us for t he 
event ,  wit h 37 ent ered in t he 5-mile 
and 82 in t he 10-mile.   Our runners 
ranged in age f rom 15 t o 72 and 
came f rom MA,  NH and RI.   We even 
had t wo ent ries f rom Indiana who 
were here on vacat ion and found 
our event  onl ine!   

Most  of  t he compet it ors real ly 
enj oyed t he new rout e t his year,  
t hough a few of  t he race vet erans 
missed t he brut al  cl imb up Scil ly’s 
Hil l !   

Thank you t o al l  of  our volunt eers 
who made t his event  possible,  
t o our event  sponsors and t o our 
landowners including t he Myopia 
School ing Field Trust ,  Essex Count y 
Greenbelt  Associat ion and t he Rich 
Family.   

Our overal l  winners for t he 5-Mile 
and 10-Mile Races were Eric 
Krat hwohl and Sean McDonough.   
Congrat ulat ions t o Sean who was 
also Overal l  Winner of  t he New 
England Running Nort h Shore Trail  
Series!  

Be sure t o mark your calendars 
for next  year’s event  which wil l  
be Sept ember 21st  2013.   See you 
t here!

8th Annual  
Run for the Trails



West Newbury’s Ocean Meadow Trail 
Work Creates Vital Link

In 2006,  t he Town of  West  Newbury acquired a t rail  
easement  as part  of  t he permit t ing for t he Ocean 
Meadow development  of f  of  Main St reet .   When 
complet ed,  t his easement  wil l  l ink t he Maina easement  
and Middle and Garden St reet s t o t he east  of  t he 
propert y wit h t he Dunn Propert y t rai ls,  Pipest ave Hil l  
and Mil l  Pond west  of  Ocean Meadow.  

One of  t he requirement s for t he easement  was t he 
const ruct ion of  a 60’  boardwalk t hrough t he wet lands 
port ion of  t he open space parcel.   Working closely 
wit h t he West  Newbury Open Space Commit t ee,  ECTA 
permit t ed and designed t he boardwalk,  which would 
need t o al low for pedest rians,  cycl ist s and equest rians.   

Wit h an original t icket  price of  $11,000,  t he boardwalk 
was a st ret ch for ECTA’s l imit ed budget .   However,  
funding raised by t he West  Newbury Riding & Driving 
Club,  along wit h privat e donors,  helped cover a 
significant part of the cost.  Volunteers organized by 
St eve Greason and t he Open Space Commit t ee fut her 
reduced t he cost  by almost  $4,500.   

Carpent er Bob Weat heral l  designed t he boardwalk,  
managed t he const ruct ion work and helped oversee 
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We are very excit ed t o welcome 
a new member t o t he ECTA t eam!   
Ray Denis j oins us as t he Direct or of  
Development .   

Ray has worked as Development  
Officer for Leadership and Major 
Gif t s wit h t he MSPCA,  Direct or of  
Development  wit h t he Jeanne  
Geiger Crisis Cent er in 
Newburyport ,  and Direct or of  
Development  at  t he Salem Animal 
Rescue League in Salem,  NH.   He 
has been a development ,  market ing 
& publ ic relat ions consult ant  for 
t he Kent  School and Town Hil l  Farm 
in Connect icut ,  and t he Equine 
Welfare Commit t ee in Hamil t on.

In addit ion t o his work in 
development ,  Ray is also a USEF 
Dressage & Combined Training 
Technical Delegat e and USEA Event  
Organizer.   He has worked wit h t he 
Grot on House Farm Horse Trials in 
Hamil t on for many years.

Ray’s goal is “ t o furt her enhance 
every involved individual ’s 
relat ionship,  commit ment  and 
part icipat ion wit hin t he st ruct ure of  

t he ECTA.   Toget her,  we are t he new 
ECTA generat ion t hat  wil l  make t his 
import ant  organizat ion ul t imat ely 
t he best  it  can be. ”

Ray’s background in successful ly 
bringing smaller organizat ions 
t o a new level,  his energy and 
ent husiasm,  and his hist ory of  l iving 
and working in our area make him a 
perfect fit for ECTA! Thank you for 
j oining us,  Ray!   

ECTA Welcomes Ray DenisECTA Trail Maps
Make sure t o visit  our websit e 
t o see t rail  maps of  al l  publ icly 
accessible spaces in our areas.   
Print ed t rails maps available at :  
 

Ipswich 
       River’s Edge Gif t s 
       Ipswich Bikes 
       Town Hal l  
       Ipswich Visit or Cent er 
 

Wenham 
       Wenham Sport s St op 
       ECTA Office 
 

Beverly 
       Pinnacle Bikes 
       New England Running Co.  
 

Topsfield 
       Gil ’s Grocery 
       Topsfield Bike Shop 
 

West Newbury 
       GAR Library 
       West  Newbury Food Mart  
 

Hamilton 
       Green Meadows Farm 
 

Reading 
       REI 
 

Look for our updat ed Ipswich t rail  
map t his spring!

t he many volunt eers,  including St eve Greason,  Hayden 
Weat heral l ,  El len Alden,  Fel icit y and Paul Beech,  Cindy 
Foot e,  Deb Hamil t on,  Jean Lambert ,  Judy Mizner,  Rick 
Parker,  Pat ricia Reeser,  and Jason Spaulding.

Trail  work on t he open space parcel of  t he propert y is 
complet e,  and t he remaining t rail  sect ion across t he 
developed parcel wil l  be opened when const ruct ion of  
the Ocean Meadow housing units is finished.  

Ray can be cont act ed at :  
978-468-1133 or ray@ect aonl ine.org
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Endless Summer Party

Over 300 ECTA support ers j oined us 
on Sept ember 7t h,  2012 for a night  
of  music,  dancing and celebrat ion 
under t he t ent s at  t he Bost on 
Equest rian Classic.   

Despit e rumbles of  t hunder and 
report s of  showers j ust  sout h of  us,  
t he weat her was on our side and it  
t urned out  t o be a perfect  evening 
to celebrate ECTA and the final days 
of  summer!  

The Endless Summer Part y was 
envisioned as a fun event  t o bring 
al l  t rai l  users t oget her t o support  
ECTA and we had runners,  mount ain 
bikers,  dog walkers,  paddlers,  
birders and equest rians al l  out  for 
t he evening.   

Johnny Carwash st art ed t he night  
of f  r ight  wit h vint age surf  music 
while guest s enj oyed appet izers 
f rom Chrissi’s Fine Cat ering.   Board 
Member Susanna Col loredo-Mansfeld 
and Direct or of  Development  
Ray Denis welcomed guest s and 
highl ight ed ECTA’s mission t o 
prot ect  and maint ain t he t rails in 
our 450-mile t rai l  net work.   

The Runaround Sound t hen got  
everyone out on the dance floor 
wit h t heir reggae/ ska-infused t ake 
on some old favorit es and new hit s.   

The Endless Summer Raffle draw 
capped of f  t he night  wit h fant ast ic 
prizes donat ed by local businesses 
and individuals.   

ECTA could not  (and we mean 
t hat ! ) have run t his event  wit hout  
t he help of  t he fol lowing amazing 
volunt eers:  Haskel l  Crocker,  Rob 
Mart in,  Dan Mayer & Family,  Chris 
Pul ick,  El isabet h Pundt ,  Dominic 
Ol ivo,  Ed McCart hy,  Mike Col l ins,  
Adam Parrot t ,  Abigail  Scherer-
Hoock,  Shana Cort ez,  Nancy Lut her,  
Pat ricia Mack,  Al l ison Crocker,  
Carolyn McIver,  Joe Sandul l i ,  
Fel icit y Beech,  The Lawrences,  The 
Wheat ons,  Emily Get chel l ,  Cassius 
Grenot ,  Andrew Gibson,  Uly Grenot ,  
Lucius Reibe and Hilary Cole.  

We are already looking forward 
t o planning our 2013 event !   If  
you would l ike t o j oin t he Endless 
Summer Commit t ee,  please cont act  
Ashley at  ashley@ect aonl ine.org.  

Willowdale Three Pipe Trail 

The “ Three Pipe”  t rai l  at  Wil lowdale St at e Forest  is 
an import ant  l ink t hrough t he heart  of  t his publ ic t rai l  
net work.   Failed culvert s and an increase in wat er level  
have caused t his t rai l  t o be under wat er during much 
of  t he year.   Working closely wit h t he Town of  Ipswich 
Conservat ion Commission,  and DCR Park St af f ,  ECTA 
received approval t o replace t he culvert s and repair 
port ions of  t he t rail .   

The t rail  is in beaut iful  condit ion now and has received 
great  feedback f rom bikers,  walkers,  runners and 
equest rians.

Gil ’s At hlet ic club recent ly held t heir annual St one Cat  
Trail  Race in Wil lowdale,  which includes t he Three Pipe 
t rail .   Course records were set  on bot h t he marat hon 
and 50-mile races,  which was at t r ibut ed t o t he lack 
of  wat er!   We would l ike t o t hank GAC for t heir 
cont ribut ion of  part ial  funding for t his proj ect .  
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Trail Projects Map
by Alex Van Alen
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Dow Brook Trail Work (cont’d.)

were able t o add st one t o several 

ot her sect ions of  t he t rail  t hat  were 

eit her wet  or uneven.   

Thanks t o al l  of  our volunt eers 

who spent  a brisk November 

morning wit h us at  Dow Brook:  Dani 

Christ opher,  Bryn Barror,  Janet  

Egan,  Larry El iot ,  David Feldman,  

Michael Higgins & Family,  Mart ha 

Mauser,  Ed Murphy,  Mike Pearlman,  

Chris Sandul l i ,  Ralph Wil l iams,  

St anley Wood,  Dennis Dixon,  Kevin 

Gmyrek,  Bet h O’ Connor,  Dave 

Christ mas,  Kim Pedersen,  Cat herine 

Carney-Feldman,  Rick McNeil l  and 

Joshua Regula.   

We would l ike t o give special  

recognit ion t o t he volunt eers who 

st ayed on af t er lunch t o cont inue t o 

work on t his proj ect  wit h designer 

and carpent er Bob Weat heral l :  

Mike McGart y,  Zach Abuzza,  Dave 

Carpent er,  Rick Silverman,  St eve 

Haberek and Norm Marsh.   

Keep post ed for informat ion on t he 

next  t rai l  work day t his spring - we 

hope t hat  you wil l  j oin us!

ul t imat ely be great ly diminished.   
Al l  of  t his t akes a t remendous 
amount  of  dedicat ion and 
commit ment  f rom not  only 
ECTA’s st af f ,  Board members and 
volunt eers,  but  f rom each and 
every t rail  user every single day.

We need your help in get t ing t he 
word out .   Our t rai l  syst em is a 
privi lege not  a right .   We need t o 
t reat  t he t rails,  our landowners 
and each ot her wit h t he great est  
respect  if  we are t o be successful 
going forward.   I hope you al l  j oin 
me in t his ef fort ,  and also I hope t o 
see you at  some of  our wonderful  
event s in 2013.   By t he t ime you 
read t his wit h any luck f rom Mot her 
Nat ure I wil l  be out  cross count ry 
skiing,  preparing for one of  our 
annual cross count ry t reks.  Hope t o 
see you out  t here!

Happy Trails,    
Pet er

A View from the Chair (cont’d.)
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Sustaining Sponsors2012 Lead Sponsors Fall Event Sponsors
Salem Five Bank

Turkey Shore Dist i l leries

First  Nat ional Bank of  Ipswich

Ipswich Ale Brewery

Chrissi’s Fine Cat ering

Manchest er At hlet ic Club

Brinck Lowery

Coast al Greengrocer  

New England Running Co.  

The Bost on Equest rian Classic

Mayer Tree

Volunteer Spotlight 
 
As a relat ively small  organizat ion,  
we are very fort unat e t o have 
such a fant ast ic and dedicat ed 
group of  volunt eers who support  us 
t hroughout  t he year in many ways.   
In t his issue we are recognizing 
t wo volunt eers who help us in very 
dif ferent  but  equal ly import ant  
roles!

In June we post ed a simple request  
on our Facebook Page asking 
for volunt eers for t he summer 
fundraising part y commit t ee.   This 
net t ed a single response f rom 
Elisabeth Pundt ,  who t urned out  t o 
be an essent ial  part  of  t he Endless 
Summer t eam!   

El isabet h j oined on when al l  we 
had was a dat e,  locat ion and a 
few ideas. . .and less t han t hree 
mont hs t o pul l  i t  of f !   In addit ion t o 
count less hours spent  planning t he 
event ,  El isabet h provided many of  
the raffle items, rallied volunteers 
and worked al l  day and night  at  t he 
Endless Summer part y!

Alt hough she grew up in 
Manchest er-by-t he-Sea,  El isabet h 
spend much of  her t ime riding on 
t he t rails in Ipswich and Hamil t on,  
and got  t o know ECTA t hrough t rail  
r iding and t he Equine Expo.   Today 
she keeps her 12 year old Quart er 
Horse in Ipswich and manages t o 
find time to trail ride with friends 
3-5 t imes a week in bet ween her 
t wo j obs and phot ography work!   
The t rails at  Grot on House are 
her favorit e,  since she was once a 
working st udent  t here.   
  
When asked what  she enj oys most  
about  ECTA,  El isabet h repl ied,  “ The 

consider grant ing t rail  easement s 
or making gif t s of  land t o help 
ensure t he fut ure of  open space for 
recreat ional use and agricult ure.   

“Bea and I find little reason to 
t ravel far f rom t his Essex Count y 
preserve because it  is so ext ensive 
and passionat ely at t ended t o.  The 
message t o ot hers is t o j oin in 
and be passionat e keepers of  t his 
ext ensive magical kingdom of  t rai ls,  
fields, forests, and marsh.”

generosit y of  al l  of  t he privat e 
landowners.  Being able t o ride 
t hrough some of  t he most  beaut iful  
propert ies is such a blessing.  It ’s 
such a gif t  t o be able t o experience 
such amazing t rails.  I love being 
able t o go out  for a 15-mile t rai l  
r ide and never crossing t he same 
pat h t wice.  Every ride is t ruly an 
advent ure. ”   Well  said El isabet h! !

Peter Britton,  owner of  Brick Ends 
Farm in Sout h Hamil t on,  has been 
an ECTA member since our st art  30 
years ago.   As an avid j ogger,  hiker,  
cross-count ry skiier,  snowshoer,  rock 
cl imber and kayaker,  Pet er cert ainly 
keeps in shape and finds many ways 
t o enj oy t he t rails!

Wit h easy access t o agricult ural  
equipment  (l ike a 14’  bat wing 
mower),  Pet er has been 
inst rument al in improving and 
maint aining t he t rails on and around 
t he farm and t he Asbury St reet  
area.   Pet er’s t rai l  work includes 
mowing Moon Hil l  at  Bradley Palmer 
St at e Park on a regular basis.   He 
and his wife Bea feel t hat  t his work 
is import ant  not  only for t heir own 
enj oyment  of  t he t rails,  but  so t hat  
“ people of  al l  out door st ripes - 
walkers,  bikers,  j oggers,  horsefolk 
- enj oy t he beaut y of  our ext ensive 
net work of  t rai ls and prot ect ed 
open space. ”   

To furt her promot e t his concept  of  
t rai l  st ewardship,  Pet er and Bea 
recent ly grant ed a t rail  easement  
on t heir propert y.   “ We al l  l ive 
about  25 miles f rom downt own 
Bost on and are lucky enough t o 
have passed t o us a legacy of  a huge 
acreage of  preserved open-space,  
available for publ ic enj oyment . ”   
Pet er encourages ot hers t o 
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The Essex County Trail Association is dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of open 

trails in our local communities for the purpose of passive recreation and the benefit of the  
enviroment.  The ECTA works to build coalitions with national and local associations, to 

serve as liaison between membership and landowners, and to encourage responsible trail use.  

Essex County Trail Association

P.O. Box 358

Hamilton, MA 01936


